Preservation of platelet function in cryopreserved platelet concentrates with prostacyclin.
Prostacyclin (Epoprostenol) or a stable prostacyclin analogue (ZK 36,374) were added to platelet concentrates prior to cryopreservation. This resulted in significantly better preserved function of the thawed platelet concentrate, assessed by platelet aggregation to various concentrations of ADP, collagen and ristocetin, compared to control cryopreserved platelet concentrates. The use of prostacyclin or one of its stable analogues should be considered to reduce platelet activation and subsequent loss of function during the various manipulative procedures when preparing standard and cryopreserved platelet concentrates.